Research Guide

Mackinac Bridge

Where is it located/ What does it connect?

When was it constructed?  How long did it take to construct?
How much did it cost to construct?

What was used before the bridge was constructed?

How tall is it?

How long is it?

What festivities are associated with it and its celebration?

How many people died during its construction?

How deep is the water below it?

Is there a cost to use it?  How much?

Is it dangerous to vehicles traveling over it?

What does it look like?

3 Questions of Your Own

1.

2.

3.
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Tourism in Michigan

How much revenue does tourism generate in Michigan each year?

Why do people enjoy vacationing in Michigan?

What are some things people can do to vacation in Michigan in the winter?

What are some things people can do to vacation in Michigan in the summer?

What are some places people might want to visit in the:


Western Upper Peninsula


Eastern Upper Peninsula


South Western Lower Peninsula


South Eastern Lower Peninsula


North Western Lower Peninsula


North Eastern Lower Peninsula

Explain why people would want to visit/what they could do in the above locations.

What are some tourism locations found in nature?
What are some that have been manmade?

3 Questions of Your Own

1. 

2.

3.
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Mining

What were some of the things that were mined in Michigan?

What regions of Michigan were mined and for what specific mineral?

When were the major mining booms for each type of mineral?

Who worked in the mines and where did they come from?

Is Michigan still a big mining state now?  Why or Why not?

How did mining impact our state?

What has happened with some of the towns that were created around mineral deposits?

Was mining a dangerous line of work?  Why?

How many tons of iron was found in Michigan?  Of copper?

How did mining impact the Upper Peninsula?

Were other industries like logging and shipping impacted by the mining industry?  If so, how?

3 Questions of Your Own

1. 

2.

3.
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Agriculture

What are the major farming industries of Michigan.

Look at a map of Michigan and identify the specific crop or animal farming regions of Michigan.

What are the 5 biggest crops that Michigan produces?

What grows well along the Lake Michigan shoreline?

Where is the most fertile farmland in Michigan?  Why is it such good soil?
The agriculture industry produces how much money each year?

Where are our agricultural goods sent?

Has the agriculture industry grown in the last 100 years or has it declined?

What are crops that are grown locally in Mecosta, Osceola, and Isabella counties?

The Grant area has migrant worker camps.  Who are migrant workers, where do they come from, and what do they do?

What are some of the struggles in agriculture?

What is the MMPA?

3 Questions of Your Own

1. 

2.

3.
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Immigrants

Michigan is a very diverse state.  What countries are represented by the people who live here?

Where did most Michigan residents’ ancestors come from?

Why did immigrants initially come here?

What types of jobs did early immigrants get shortly after Michigan became a state?  Did they play an important part in those industries?  What did they do after those industries began to slow down?

Do many immigrants come to Michigan now, and if so why do they come?

What cities in Michigan have large populations of immigrants?  Why do you think that is?

When did immigrants first begin to come to Michigan?

What is the second most popular language in Michigan after English?

What country are your ancestors from?  Why did they originally come to Michigan?

3 Questions of Your Own

1. 

2.

3.
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World War II

How did Michigan contribute to World War II?  

When did Michigan get involved in WWII?

Who were some of the people for Michigan getting involved?

Who were some of the people against Michigan getting involved?

How many troops did we send to fight in WWII?

Where were planes for the war made in Michigan?

If you wanted to study more about Michigan’s involvement what museums might you want to visit?

What is the saying, “Rosie the Riveter” all about?

Why did the people have to ration things like gas and food during WWII?

What were some songs that were popular during WWII?

How long was WWII and where was the war taking place?
Who won the war?

Why was WWII happening?

3 Questions of Your Own

1. 

2.

3.
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Lighthouses

How many lighthouses does Michigan have?

Which Great Lake has the most lighthouses on it?

What are some famous Michigan lighthouses and where are they located?

Why did lighthouses need to be constructed?

Many lighthouses are accompanied by a foghorn.  What is the fog horn used for?

When would ships especially need the light of a lighthouse?

Who originally operated the lighthouses?

Did their families stay with them?

What was life like for a lighthouse keeper?  What did he/she have to do?

How are lighthouses operated today?

Who is in charge of preserving and maintaining the lighthouses today?

Select a lighthouse to do a little more research on from the following list:

Point Iroquois Lighthouse


Whitefish Point Lighthouse


Big Sable Lighthouse


Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse 


A guide for each of these lighthouses is available – please see your teacher

3 Questions of Your Own:

1.

2.

3.
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Point Iroquois Lighthouse

When was it built?

Where is it located?

When is it open?

How tall is the tower?

How many steps?

How much does it cost to climb the tower and visit the museum?

How much did it cost to build the lighthouse?

What Great Lake is it on?

What type of lens did the lighthouse have?

How far away is it from Big Rapids?

Describe the outside of the lighthouse.

3 Questions of Your Own:

1.

2.

3.
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Big Sable Lighthouse

When was it built?

Where is it located?

Who were a few of the Big Sable lighthouse keepers?

When is it open?

How tall is the tower?

How many steps?

How much does it cost to climb the tower and visit the museum?

How much did it cost to build the lighthouse?

What Great Lake is it on?

What type of lens did the lighthouse have?

How far away is it from Big Rapids?

3 Questions of Your Own:

1.

2.

3.
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Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse

When was it built?

Where is it located?

Who were a few of the Old Mackinac Point lighthouse keepers?

When is it open?

How tall is the tower?

How many steps?

How much does it cost to climb the tower and visit the museum?

How much did it cost to build the lighthouse?

What Great Lake is it on?

What type of lens did the lighthouse have?

How far away is it from Big Rapids?

What is near the lighthouse that you might want to visit?

3 Questions of Your Own:

1.

2.

3.
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Whitefish Point Lighthouse

When was it built?

Where is it located?

What else is at the Whitefish Point lighthouse?

When is it open?

It doesn’t have a tower anymore, when did they build the new stand and why did they build it?

How much does it cost to visit the museum?

How much did it cost to build the lighthouse?

What Great Lake is it on?

What type of lens did the lighthouse have?

How far away is it from Big Rapids?

3 Questions of Your Own:

1.

2.

3.
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Soo Locks

How many locks are used currently?

Where are they located in Michigan?

When do the locks close and open for the year?

Why do they close the locks?

How long have the locks been around?

What two rivers do the locks connect?

What function do the locks perform and why?

Were the locks ever destroyed?

How many feet does the water rise and fall in the locks?

What travels through the Soo Locks?

How far away are the Soo Locks?

3 Questions of Your Own

1.

2.

3.
